Additional comment on Cairo's "The Yearn of Lyndon •'ohnson" 11/15/90 

and how it waa in LDJ'd youth and ni mb 1 

tine of the justified criticisms of the second volume of thin trilogy in that 
Caro pxrtrayed Coke Stevenson, from whom Utf stole his election as senator, as a much 
better roan tha* he was. To my luiovil. clge he has done this also with Sam haybum in 
III, Chapter 1U, pp. iOb ff. Thin is not to say that Caro was in any way in- 
accurate. i lay bum wa3, wittiout question, an iniiispensibel jwirt of enacting the FDH 
legislation, partioulerly .those ,lawr relating*. to controls on the greedy wealthy. 

However, there was another side to itayburn's career as majority leuder. For 
example, his undevinting support of the hies Uruunorican committee. Even though his 
I>olitica and those of Dies and his fellow committee members, selected by daybum or 
requiring his approval, from the ^emoctrutic majority, were quite different. Martin 
hies, of Texas, was an extremist of the right and utterly irresponsible and dishonest. 

Joe Starnes of Alabama, the a*' vice cluiiraan, was a pliant and friendlVman, which 
hies wasn t (I kqjeu them both- b/t had only been introduced to day bum, with wliom I 
had no personal contact) but he was also 6 $ the far right and like Dies a racist. 

Rajibum also never did a tiling to restrain the committee's excesses and he supj>orted 
each find every extension of its liie. «»nd only tliose who lived tlirough tlii3 committee's 
career or studied it f can have any notion of how UnAnerican if & was, how it set out 
to violate all American belief and tVadition mid not infrequently law, how it was 
determined to hurt people and causes, including unions, liow utterly irresponsible and 
pro-fascist it und it3 members were. 

I have personal knowledge of one of the personal favors Kaybum extended to Dies. 

One day when I was at the Capitol, and I presume that the committee knew I'd 
be thifro as thi result ol some kind ol surveillance because it was well prepared for 
what hapjiened, some^of its people grabbed me aiul led me to an office just off the House 
floor, on the side it it, and held a hearing. It was prepared for this with a court 

reporter and with stafl and members sitting and waiting for me to bo brought in. They were 
a 1 ato , prepared to sit me close to the radiator, whore ~'ci be uncomfortably warm while 
they questioner me. The room was kayburn's hide-away, a3 they were then called on the 
Hill. It also cont^iined a supply of his liquor. On at least one oecasion, of which 1 have 
a clear recollection, and possiblj more, because other things occupied my mind then, a 
man entered, went to a cabinet, iuui lclt with liquor, a bottle or more. I remember that 
he wore riding pants and boots. 

Haj>iirn did not have to sup -ort tliose awful people and if he had been the kind of 
man °aro protrays he would not have been, tie did not have to designate Dies as chairman 
and he could not have been ignorant of the fact that in campaigning for the poet Dies was 
openly anti-iiemitic. He made such references to the previous vice-chairman, San Dickstein 
flf Hew York. (Whfcjit happens I knew then.) Dies ent around assuring the right-wing 
Democrats that there would not be any Jews on his committee if he chaired it. And he was 
already well known a3 «inti labor. IBefore Die.; it was known as tho ‘KsConaack-Dichstein 
committee. John McCormack was the chairman^ later majority leader, from l^ass.) 

when kaybum was majority leader all the extensionfof idle committee * n life w- re 
enacted with an overwhelming DomocZratic majority and with Kaybum* s support, iwnd bofore 
the first extension it was more than apparent that the committee was in lusty opposition 
to all that tfDR wanted to do and to him and even to his wife. 

In Chapter 19, on the National Xouth iidministration, which I've just begun reading. 
Care says that the average depression wage for teen agers was 1U cents an hour, &ot where 
t lived and worked and when, as from time to time I did, 1 had NY A employment, the wage 
was 30 cont3 *in hour. I worked in the library for that, ^ents a night, after which I 
hsd to hitchhike home, 12 or more miles, beginning about 10:15 p.m., and in the School of 
agriculture, where I did public relations work. It was bdd and hard, byt not as bad as 
100 an hour where ^ lived. But I did have to use paper and Ccuviboard when my shoe soles 
wore through. lialf-3oleo cost *1.00, more than a jgtiight's work grossed. 


